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i-Zandiyya*- and the Mujmalu't- Tarikh-i-Bdd-Nddiriyya?}
have been published in Europe, while others, such as the
Durra-i-Nddiri of Mirzd Mahdf Khan of Astardbdd, are
easily accessible in Oriental lithographed editions. These
monographs contain valuable material and are indispensable
to the student of this period, but they are generally badly
arranged and dully written, and further marred by the
florid and verbose style of which we have just been com-
plaining.

For the general histories of our present period, from
KhwdndamiVs Habtbu's-Siyar (929/1523) at the beginning
to Ridd-qulf Khan's Supplement to the Raw-
datu's-Safd and Lisdnu'l-Mulk's Ndsikhut-
'Tawdrikh at the end, with the very rare
RJntid-i-Barin (1071/1660-1) in the middle,
there is even less to be said, since, though for events con-
temporary with their authors they have the same value
as the monographs just mentioned, for the earlier periods
they are not even good or judicious abstracts of the care-
lessly selected authorities from whom they derive their
information. They are, moreover, histories not of the Persian
people but of the kings, princes and nobles who tyrannized
over them and contended with one another for the spoils;
wearisome records of bloodshed, violence and rapine from
which it is hard to derive any general concepts of value8.
Only by diligent and patient study can we extract from
them facts capable of throwing any real light on the
religious, political and social problems which a historian
like Ibn Khaldiin would have handled in so masterly a
manner.

There are, however, hopeful signs of improvement in'

1  Ed Ernst Beer, Leyden, 1888.

2  Ed. Oskar Mann, Leyden, 1891.

s Compare Mr Vincent Smith's judicious remarks on this subject in
his monograph on Akbar, pp. 386-7.